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VERONESE EASTERS

The Veronarising against Napoleon (April 17-2%797)

The Veronese Easterdike the Sicilian Vespersis the name for the general
insurrection in Verona and its surrounding countyy, April 17, 1797 Easter Monday.
Among the innumerable risings from 1796 to 1814ckhhswept through Italy and Europe
occupied by Bonaparte, and which expressed thecti@ge by the people of the false
principles of the French Revolution, imposed bydrats, the insurrection of Verona was
certainly the most important in Italy, after theirBaFaith’s Crusade in 1799, by which
Cardinal Fabrizio Ruffo of Calabria and the farmeirshe south regained a whole Kingdom
for the Bourbons of Naples.

1. Verona and the Serenissima
Republic before the Revolution

The Revolutionary France, drunk with the massaafdlse Terror, ventured into a
series of wars against the other European powtslaliing the legitimate sovereign, Louis
XVI, exterminating his family, causing the deathtbé Dauphin at the age of ten in the
Temple Tower jail, demolishing the monarchy, peutg worship and the Catholic
religion. The revolutionary hordes, led by the datkanticlerical sects, above all the
Masons, were anxious to export hatred against thedh all over the world and upset the
traditional sacred Institutions both civil and gelius to which the people were deeply
attached.

The Italian States and the aristocratic Republiverhice were then unfortunately
experiencing a sad moral decline: a large parhefgatrician ship, a shadow of that which
had faced and beaten the Turks so many times,nfiligated by the libertarian and libertine
principles of the French Revolution. The patriciansre indifferent towards religion,

bourgeoisified, uninterested in the public goodgtrently affiliated to Masonic lodges,
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which included a lot of professionals, priests &dmhops. Only the people and a good part
of the clergy (specially the lower one) had remdimapervious to the Enlightenment and
the secularizing ideas which came from beyondAlps. Their touching fidelity to the
traditional, civil and religious order, a heritafyem their forefathers and by them defended
at the cost of their lives (hundreds of thousarfdgybters fell during the Napoleonic period
from 1796 to 1814), shines in the counter-revohadiy insurrections that swept all over the
Peninsula and of which no mention is found in higtchool-books. The explanation of the
dissolution of the thousand year old glorious Réigubf Venice lies in the substantial
betrayal of its own glorious past by the goverritagses.

Verona, however, distances itself from this disegung picture. Towards the end
of the XVIII century, the town had approximately.800 souls, which reached 230.000 if
including the province. A moderate economic welRgewas widespread among the less
well-to-do social classes, favoured by almost fifiginterrupted years of peace. The
Veronese aristocracy, owners of considerable estatdhe countryside, improved the living
conditions there, while, in town, the ancient aathéus silk industry was in great demand
and produced above all for foreign markets.

The extremely wide administrative and judicial axgmy enjoyed by Verona and
the slight fiscal pressure only served to incrabedilial affection of the population towards
the Serenissima. The harmony among the variousalsoldasses and the religious spirit,
extraordinarily rooted in every class, completed thcture of an orderly and peaceful
society, naturally hostile to the unheard-of ide&sch, from Jacobin France, were infecting
Northern Italy too. Also in Verona, in fact, the dtas - the principal instigators of
subversion - looked for adepts, but affiliates wkse and soon the careful and discreet
vigilance of State Investigators - perhaps the dréynetian magistracy still efficient and
equal to its glorious past - discovered their shgldys, dismantled lodges and dispersed the
members.

The almost absolute popular participation in Cathglractices, a clergy still
immune to revolutionary infective ideas, the preseaf numerous secular brotherhoods in
the whole territory prevented the Jansenist hergsg, progressives of that time), promoters
of the subversive ideas of France, from assertseifi

Just a few years before theronese Eastergjiants of the Catholic faith received
their religious formation: St. Gaspare Bertoni, thure founder of the religious order of
Stimmatini; God's Servant, Father Pietro Leondhd;Blessed Carlo Steeb and the marquise
Saint Maddalena of Canossa, belonging to one ofnthst ancient and aristocratic town
families, the founder, in the coming century. Thengtian patrician ex-Jesuit Gianandrea
Avogadro, deeply anti-Jansenist and lively opponehtthe Enlightenment’s disruptive
social philosophy had been in charge of the seBtoZeno since 1790. In short, as the
marquis Francesco Agdollo, a secret agent sentemna to check and report on the
presence of the Count of Lilla, the future Louis IKVking of France, reported to the
Dominant on January 25, 1795: N& news from this town, good order, such an
incomparable population makes it appear to be et sf tranquillity».

2. The Napoleonic invasion
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In March 1796, Napoleon Bonaparte, an unknown Carsbfficial (favourite of
the mistress of Barras, at that time the headetinectoire) already distinguishing himself
a few months before, during the cannonade agalmstRarisian crowd, received the
command of the Army of Italy. He was entrusted wité order to open a secondary front, to
the one on the Rhine, against Imperial Austria.

The unsuspected gifts of Bonaparte, his unscruguhoilitary conduct (contempt
for word given and chivalrous rules, which untiethhad disciplined wars, recourse to gold
if only to bribe opposing generals, systematic ilogptof the occupied territories even if
neutral, maintenance and billeting of the troopthat expense of the civil population treated
as enemies, oppression of the losers) an intelligeservice much more efficient and
remunerated than that of the enemy, the powerfigd bethe Masons and the other secret
societies, the recourse to drugs (the famous cadés) to galvanize the conscripts (when
the fanaticism of the revolutionary commissionarisarged with supervising them, alone
was not enough) and a lot of good fortune explaenduccesses of the army between 1796
and 1797.

Once the Piedmont and the Austrian Lombardy wereigied, on the pretext to
pursue fleeing Imperialists, Bonaparte also invaithedneutral territories of the Serenissima
Republic of Venice, that had refused the repeaftésrsoof military alliance both from the
one and the other belligerent. On June 1, 1796 Mapcentered Verona, with the fuses of
his canons lit amid general hostility. Immediatdtys troops distinguished themselves by
robbery and impiety, not caring about Venetian radity and taking possession of fortresses
and related armaments.

Being the Imperialists overcome at Rivoli, in Mard797 the plan for the
subversion of the Serenissima was realized: Botapgatuced a bunch of conspirators from
Bergamo and Brescia to carry outcaup d’état to separate these two towns from the
Serenissima. In fact, they proclaimed their indelemce as republics, while, in reality, they
were only puppets protected by the French bayo@rtsna was treacherously overthrown
by the French themselves.

The whole Venetian Lombardy was in flames. Salo diaputed by Jacobins and
the inhabitants of the valleys, unconditionallydbto the Lion of St. Mark, and these, led by
a heroic priest, Don Andrea Filippi, finally prele and asked help from Verona. The
Jacobins were however decided not only to retake $at also to march on Verona.

Not to be overthrown in turn by violence or by lagal, Verona fidelis
immediately gave proof of its loyalty to the legiate government, asking the Venetian
Senate permission to arm and defend itself ag&iesjamo’s and Brescia’s Jacobins. Forty
thousand Veronese people were in arms, among wieoynmwany farmers of theernideled
by the young general Antonio Maffei, mustered tarigan the border with Brescia, liberate
various villages and even go as far as to besiaggscia. The yellow-blue cockade - the
town colours - was their emblem. Verona’s bishopnksl Gianandrea Avogadro, the model
of charity for all the counter-revolutionary figinée gave the order to melt the silverwares of
the churches for the salvation of the country.

In town, amid the embarrassment and the apprehesithe French, barricaded
in the castles, everyone cleaned swords and pdlisheskets, while at every street corner
notices and writings withViva San Marco!'(Long live St. Mark!) appeared. All the gates
were guarded by the Noble Guard, a voluntary raikgpecially constituted by the Veronese
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authorities to evidence a diffused mistrust towandsional armed forces, bound to the
Senate in regard to the shameful policy of unarmmgdrality. So, merely to keep faith with

this policy, the Republic prohibited any action wdwever of hostility against the French,
who, in the meantime, from Milan, Mantua and FerfBadua were marching against the
Venetian-Scaliger army of Maffei and against therto

3. The Veronese Easters

April 17, 1797, the Monday after Easter, the cambus French provocations gave
rise to the first incidents. At 5 p.m., during Vesp the batteries from the castles
overlooking the town which were in enemy hands begafire on Verona. The exasperated
people rose up in unison cryingdng live St. Mark, while the church bells warned the
country popolation too, that the general insuroectiad begun.

For nine days they fought house to house, freedthal gates, stormed the
strongholds, sent requests for help to Venice, lose name and interest they fought and
died, and to the Empire, that just recently hadcheipthe preliminaries to peace with
Bonaparte in Leoben.

The people, inexperienced in managing cannons, wehged by six Imperial
artillerymen, released from imprisonment. Castethém was besieged. The cannons were
transported to the hills of S. Mattia and S. LedoarThe people fired from above on the
French revolutionaries who were barricaded inside Bietro Castle and San Felice Castle.
Two hundred Imperial soldiers were fighting in aasibn in the fray.

Count Francesco degli Emilei and Count Augusto téddad the Veronese people.
Thousands of farmers rushed to Verona to help.imhabitants from Valpolicella, which
offered all its men, were the first to arrive. T#-dwellers came down from Lessinia, other
columns of volunteers in arms arrived from the Ioeed the east Veronese land.

The people advanced inch by inch towards the festg, rejected every attempt at
sortie by the enemy and considered as traitor aydm wanted to negotiate with him.

The untrustworthy general Beaupoil, who, from tlastles above the city, had
been hammering it with his artillery, came dowmégotiate. He soon lost all his arrogance,
whined and his life was saved by the Marquis Giavlag got him out of a lynching by the
exasperated crowd. The Jews of the ghetto sided thé enemy without any hesitation,
offering shelter and weapons. From the searcheogjtietto in fact three boxes of explosives
and other war material were found, hidden by therplace at the French revolutionaries’
disposal.

Castelvecchio hoisted the white flag. The ceaseviias ordered, but the French
revolutionaries, perceiving that the besiegers tadisely come too close to the castle,
treacherously took advantage of this by dischargimgiick-fire gun against them, making a
massacre. An Imperial patrol, that unfortunatelyswaringing the news about the
preliminaries to peace, was welcomed with enthusi@#dy the population who, instead,
considered them a vanguard of the Imperialists,utlbo free the town from the hated
Jacobins.

In Pescantina, the heroic resistance of the inaatststopped the advance of a
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French column, preventing them from ferrying acribes Adige. This heroism led nineteen
people, among them women and children, to loser tifej shot or burnt alive in their
houses.

In Venice, in the meantime, Emilei didn't get tredphhe had hoped for and had to
return empty-handed. On the lake, general Mafféacked by the French armies coming
from Milan, had to withdraw, faithful to Senate’'sders not to engage them, but in S.
Massimo and Santa Lucia épril 20 battle was engaged. The encounter wapipools, at
first, for the Venetian soldiers and that was e time that victory smiled on St. Mark, but
then, outnumbered, they had to retire behind tHswa

The fate of the town, deprived of any external helps already sealed, but the
people didn't want to surrender yet. In the progjnsummary executions followed one
another: in a place called Ca' dei Capri, near 8s3d#no, a young priest, Don Giuseppe
Malenza, who was leading a group of rebels, félbtdy French bullets. From the hills, the
Veronese Jacobins, traitors to their country, pdayeilitary fanfares for the imminent
collapse of the abhorred Verona. Finally, besieggdive armies, bombed day and night,
betrayed by the Venetian Directors who abandoneddivn a second time, simply not to
violate the chimerical neutrality, Verona capitelhton April 25,1797 (St. Mark’s day),
declaring at the same time the end of the Venetidm over it with a symbolical gesture
which underlined the contempt for the sloth and bleé&ayal by the Venetians and which
raised it to the rank of capital.

At the end of nine days of fighting, the French lefndreds of victims on the field
after a battle that had become, for the most pawarmy in Europe, a scorching defeat. The
captured French prisoners numbered about 2.408.Htindred of them were soldiers. Other
900 belonged to the civil staff of the Napoleonimg together with their families: they all
were led to thePiazza dei Signorhear the building of the Venetian representatives i
Verona. Other 1.000 French soldiers, in-patientthe hospitals of the town, were guarded
by the Veronese themselves to protect them frontevgnge.

Just 350 are the Veronese victims to be added dotio thirds of the 2.500
infantrymen of the Venetians garrisoning Veronackhivere deported to France, where they
perished amidst hardships. This raises the Veromadd/enetian dead to 2.051.

4. The revolutionary revenge and the end of the Ser  enissima

On April 27 the French returned to Verona afteadisng the people, making the
cannons useless, choosing the sixteen most emfaltodv citizens as hostages (among
whom the bishop, Emilei, Verita and all those ie thighest authorities). First of all they
robbed the pawnshop, the bank of the poor. Enormaonsibutions were imposed, works of
art plundered, while a military commission was dear with arranging the deportation to
Guyana of the fifty principal leaders of the ingation. The Veronese traitors, worse than
their masters, would like to change the name ofoway (re-naming iEgalitopoli or The
Town of equalitythat had stained its honour by rebelling agasusth great liberators and
would like to punish, with a public beheading i timain street, all the heads of the families
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who supported the glorious defence of their ownrtcamd of their own legitimate and
beloved government. The French themselves, notd@ase tension, forbade the execution
of the massacre.

But the revenge came soon. In the night of May™®7] after a farce of political
trial in Ridolfi Da Lisca Palace, today the SciéntHigh school Messedaglia, they arrested
and put to death, on May #6June 8 and 18, Giovanni Battista Malenza (Giuseppe's
brother) a member of the Venetian counterespionagjem Jacobins had been denouncing
for some time and who had been one of the leaddreedown insurrection; Counts Emilei
and Verita whose houses were pillaged and the afgtlu€hin friar Luigi Maria from Verona
(alias Domenico Frangini), who died in an odousafctity. Disgusted by the sansculottes’
impiety, in an intercepted letter to one of histhers, he had defined them worse than
cannibals, because the latter had attacked men woije the French republicans had
attacked God. Father Frangini refused to disown ahthorship of the letter or to be
considered crazy or drunk and faced martyrdom,arddito the discordant sound of the
drums.

Also common people like Pietro Sauro, Andrea Pomarefano Lanzetta and
Agostino Bianchi suffered the same fate: all ofntheere shot on the right of the Porta
Nuova, looking at it from the outside.

Great was the lack of jurisdiction of the revolutwoy tribunal: it sentenced the
Veronese insurgents to death on the strength efeach criminal law punishing crimes
against the republican army in territories at wathwrance which was still formally in
peace with the neutral Serenissima.

As soon as the town was recaptured, the FrenchHutemoaries decided upon the
immediate deportation to France, via Cisalpine lslilein, of the 2.500 men of the Venetian
garrison which defended the town and particulérly Treviso infantry regiment. To lodge
them, the country of the liberators of humanitygethe first modern concentration camp.

Less than half or even one third came back fronseéharison and extermination
camps after the Campoformio peace treaty. They went back home at the end of that
horrible 1797 and in the following months throudte tRhine border and the friendly
territories of the Empire. Most of those soldiagsilty of carrying out their duty, starved to
death in France, some on the Brenner roads oreomdhvisius on their way home.

In the following months, Veronese Jacobins and legianaries from beyond the
Alps wreaked their resentment: raised trees oftijpand pyramids, removed the crown and
despoiled the venerated image of the Madonna ofPdneple in the Cathedral (she was
refused the highly aristocratic title of Queen, dgwaded toCitizen-Madonna They
committed other sacrileges, by denouncing blundessn the State Education Room,
suggesting, for instance, the burning of all thafessionals, the shooting of clergymen in
Stradone S. Fermo or the demolishing of the Arctedi§ere, because they had been raised
under an anti-democratic government. The lionstofViark were destroyed, noble armorial
bearings and the respective titles forbidden, upéealty of heavy fines for those who even
dared to pronounce them.

Straightway, to justify their aggression toward®wan and a Republic neutral and
at peace with them, transalpine revolutionaries ¥atbnese Jacobins laid the blame on
their victims and invented the fable of the massaof Verona and passed off the
insurrection of a city tired of the tyranny of ge-called liberators as a programmed and
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coldly realized slaughter of sick or wounded Fresoldiers. The major part of the press
posters of the period, dealing with the insurrewion Verona, are inspired by this lie.

After reaching the power solely through the Frefficices of occupation, the
Jacobins summoned the elections thus hoping tahs#e usurpation legitimised. What a
disappointment, what a furious reaction, when thegre defeated in almost all the
constituencies by the members of the ancient ndbks! The popular verdict was obviously
not respected by the democratizers. The Frenchragleméno had the final word, expelled by
force a large part of the elected people, who wedged too tied up with the ancient
government and brought the losers back.

The bishop was finally arrested again: the finsteti as he had refused to bless the
tree of liberty, he had escaped the firing-squadmgy vote. Now, a few days before the final
evacuation of the town by the revolutionaries frbayond the Alps, he was forced under
penalty of imprisonment to grant the divorce tar@n€h officer.

While Verona was groaning under the arrogant ldgheorevolution, the Venetian
authorities committed the last betrayal of the Ruipu They abandoned its defence on
which he had declared war in the meantime, eveagihd@onaparte had no ships to conquer
Venice. On May 12, 1797 the Doge himself, LudovManin, proposed to the Maggior
Consiglio, whose numbers that day moreover didreath a quorum for any resolution, the
devolution of power to the people and the revohdly democratization. The only
authorities, whose behaviour was honourable (tl@e3nhquisitors and the heroic captain
Domenico Pizzamano, who, obeying orders, had bonalbeldcompelled a hostile warship
slipping into the lagoon to surrender) were areeste requested by Bonaparte and his men.
Ironically, that French ship was callethe liberator ofitaly.

This wasn’t enough: a popular anti-French riotf tieed broken out in the Rialto in
defence of the Serenissima, was bloodily cruslyetthd same Venetian authorities.

After a thousand years of splendour and uncontekigtnion by the winged Lion
of St. Mark, during which the glorious banner of therenissima had flown over all the seas,
feared and respected even by the Turks, the andmges’ town was given over to a swarm
of scheming and loquacious town-councillors, whanpdd the tree of liberty in St. Mark’s
square and threatened of death penalty anybodggléwicry outLong live St. MarkThey
would usurp power till the triumphal entry of thegerial troops into the town, in January
1798.

5. The Restoration

After eighteen months of incessant prayers anddajitandles day and night in
front of the altar of the Madonna of the Peoples tferonese people were satisfied and
received the grace to be freed from the revolutipbarbarity. On January 21, 1798, exactly
on the fifth anniversary of the martyrdom of LoX¥/1, the very Christian King of France,
Imperial divisions, commanded by Baron Wilhelm Wearpen, entered the town in parade-
formation passing through Porta Nuova and were avedéd by a delirious population.
During theTe Deumn the Cathedral the bishop magnanimously beggegeéople to avoid
any revenge, while the theatre stayed open anatinde town was decorated and lit up in
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jubilation during that memorable night.

Verona didn't forget its heroes. The lifeless bediéthe three unlucky defenders
of the town (Emilei, Verita and Malenza), as wedltaose of the other martyrs, which had
been hastily buried in a common grave in the cemateSantissima Trinita, on February 6,
1798 were exhumed and interred in the respectinglyfasaults. And, as per decree of the
town’s Noble Council, in St. Sebastian’s churchown foundation, on September 23, 1799
a most solemn ceremony was held in front of alltthven authorities in mourning. For the
occasion the town built an impressive hearse démdraith numerous elegant engravings
recording the principal achievements of those marty

With the arrival of the Imperial troops, also theafless Capuchin Father Luigi
Maria of Verona received a worthy burial. When Ibigly was taken out of the naked earth,
in which it had lain for seven months, everybodyswdeeply astonished to find it
uncorrupted (excluding the head, which had beenadanh by lethal blows). He was buried
in the Capuchins’ church, which would later be segped by Bonaparte, abandoned by the
clergy and transformed into barracks. Father LiMgria wasn't remembered till March 29,
1897, when, during the first centenary of ®&sque Veroneshe learned priest Antonio
Pighi recovered his mortal remains, which, followsda crowded procession, were laid in
the monumental Cemetery in the Capuchins’ nicheiak June 8, 1897 and that day marked
exactly one hundred years of his martyrdom.

THE PASQUE VERONESI: MEMORIES OF THE PERIOD

"Thus on the day dedicated to the protector of lemetian Republic, St. Mark,
our subjection to this dying Republic ended, remdem the final act of our irreparable fall
the bloodiest sacrifice, that a sincere faith caereoffer on the altar of sovereignty. A fine
example to the other peoples of Italy, or rather,ntany others of Europe, who, carried
away by the furor of fanatical propagandists of avgrnment repugnant to divine and
human laws, as we..] fallen into an abyss of endless troubles and vinedoess, they won't
share with us that beautiful title of most faithfidople gained long agoGirolamo De’
Medici, Events in the Veronese province towards the entieokighteenth century and at
the beginning of the nineteen{iicende sofferte dalla provincia veronese sul é&ndel
secolo XVIIl e nel cominciamento del Xikdanuscript n.1360, Biblioteca Civica in Verona,
lI, page 288.



EXPLANATION OF PICTURES

1. The lion of St. Mark with ducal horn and clenchatd in the fistFortiora Leonion
the scroll means that the greatest deeds pertaithéolion. Venice. Biblioteca del Civico
Museo Correr. Gherro Collection.



2. Pasque Verones{Veronese Easters)Veronese people’s assault on the fortress of
Castelvecchio, inside which Napoleonic hordes vesreenched. French print of that time
by Duplessis-Bertaux. Verona. Museo del RisorgimahtheBiblioteca d’arte del Museo di
Castelvecchio.

3. The Noble Guard wore a uniform
with the colours of Verona and Venice
(gold and blue for both). As a sign of
patriotism and aversion to the French
Revolution, common people and authorities
pinned a yellow-blue cockade on their
coats or on hats.
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6. April 20,

1797: the
Venetian-Scaliger
army joined battle
in S. Massimo
and Santa Lucia.
For the last time,
victory smiled on
the soldiers of St.
Mark. Tempera

by Quirino
Maestrello.
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5. The last moments of the Venetian Republic: notdisplease Bonaparte, the Senate
ordered a popular revolt aimed at the defense oM&airk to be suppressed in blood. It was
May 12, 1797. G.L. Gatteri drawing. G. Bernascongev. From the volume: Venetian
history expressed in 150 tableaux invented and drdny Joseph Gatteri according to

various customs. Il Edition. Venice, 1854. Veniblioteca del Civico Museo Correr.
- ]_]_ -
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6. Veronese Easters. Via
Mazzanti was the theatre of the
first clashes. In the background:
the Lamberti’s Tower.
Photomechanical print based on a
drawing by Lodovico Pogliaghi, in
Francesco Bertolini, The
Eighteenth century and the first
Kingdom of Italy.Milan, 1913 F.lli
Treves Editori. Milan. Museo di
Storia del Risorgimento.

7. January 21,1798: triumphal
entry of the Imperial Army into
town. After 18 months of incessant
prayers to the Madonna of the
People and on the fifth anniversary
of the martyrdom of Louis XVI,
King of France, slaughtered by the
revolutionary impiety, Verona was
free. Tempera by  Quirino
Maestrellc.



To know more

THE BOOKS
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Francesco Mario Agnoli Le Pasque
Veronesi [The Veronese Easters],|ll
Cerchio Iniziative Editoriali. Rimini
1998 About 300 pages. Euro 20.
Under the auspices of Regione Veneto
and Township of Verona. The volume,
which is momentarily out of stock, may
be obtained from the publisher (Il
Cerchio Iniziative Editoriali - Via
dellAllodola, 8 - 47900 RIMINI
0541/791570 - 775977 - Fax 799173 E-
mail: ilcerchio@iper.net or from
Comitato per la celebrazione delle
Pasque Veronesi(Veronese Easters
celebration Committee) - Via L.
Montano, 1 - 37131 VERONA - Tel.
329/0274315 347/3603084 - Fax
045/7134171 Webpagevww.traditio.it
E-mail: pasqueveronesi@libero)it




Francesco Mario Agnoli | processi delle Pasque Veronesi. Gl'insorti ver@nelavanti
al tribunale rivoluzionario francese (maggio 1797 gennaio 1798)Veronese Easters:
The criminal trials. Veronese insurgeants before Enench revolutionary Court martial
(May 1797 - January 1798)Il. Cerchio Iniziative Editoriali. Rimini 2002 About 250
pages. Euro 16,50t may be ordered as above. Unpublished verdiatiscaise papers are
inserted in the appendix. With the subsidy of tlegiBne Veneto. Cover and back cover.

Antonio Maffei Dalle Pasque Veronesi alla pace di Campoformio. Llfme della
dominazione veneziana in Verona (marzo 1797 — geona798) [From the Veronese
Easters to the Peace of Campoformio. The end ofeéhetian domination in Verona (March
1797 - January 1798)Il. Cerchio Iniziative Editoriali. Rimini 2005/2006. Two indivisible
volumes, pages 203 and 285 respectiveBuro 40 with index of quoted names at the end of
the second volume. Obtainable as above. It isapert of the events by the memorialist of
the time, the marquis general Antonio Maffei, ofigh® main protagonists of the Veronese
Easters and the tormented political events oftilva. For over 200 years, the manuscript N°
2584 by Maffei, with the catalogue title 1793toria di Verona al tempo della Rivoluziooe
simply Giornale (that is diary) has been unpublished. At the Bieloa Civica di Verona.
Nicola Cavedini, the famous scholar researchePasgue Veronesind that historical period
in general, has edited the volume after two yearzamstaking job with thousands of notes
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and cross-references. Preface by Francesco Veoclpaifessor of Contemporary History
with Universita di Verona. With the subsidy of tRegione Veneto and Provincia di Verona.

Francesco Mario Agnoli Napoleone
e la fine di Venezial[Napoleon and
the end of Venice].ll Cerchio
Iniziative Editoriali. Rimini 2006
About 210 pages. Euro 16
Introduction by Paolo Granzotto.
Obtainable as above. The famous trial
to Napoleon held in Venice from
April 12 to November 22 2003 by the
cultural associatioAmici della Storia
e della Giustizia,gives the idea for
the compilation of te volume.

A further bigger edition of the first tome of thelumelLe Pasque Veronesiow out of
stock and completed by a second tome with an dss&yancesco Mario Agnoli, is planned,
devoted to the Napoleon cult and fully iconograpfibe text is supported by almost one
thousand extraordinary, first-hand original picturand mostly unpublished of the
insurrections, of theVeronese Eastersn particular, of the fall of the Serenissima,
revolutionary and counter revolutionary satire.p®aal iconographic mention is devoted to
the ridiculous cult of Bonaparte. Unfortunatelyisthew edition with the new iconographic
volume on the Veronese insurrection has neithexmlthe attention of the town Institutions
yet, contaminated by a revolutionary spirit nortled Department of education and identity
of the Regione Veneto.

The publication of a series of the main papersrigsaand records of the time) relevant
to theVeronese Easterns planned. The records are still unpublished askl being lost
forever in libraries and private collections. Armpapl to the public Institutions to save such
memorials is necessary.

-15 -



THE MEDALS OF 1997 AND 1999

Coined in a limited number of pieces, the commemaramedals of the bicentenary
Veronese Easteiis an artistic double-sided bas-relief. Design lyri@o Maestrello. Fusion
in bronze alloy by Brizzi and Mantovanelli of theifBan firm. Verona 1997. Euro 20. The
medal is obtainable frotomitato per la celebrazione delle Pasque Verorf€sronese
Easters celebration Committe€)n the obverse: on the foreground, a Veronese dight
armed with a musket, during the Verona generalrmestion against Napoleon, down in
history asVeronese EasteréApril 17-25 1797). The Veronese fighter is wearitige
uniform of the town Noble Guard, the voluntary arfogmed by the Verona people to guard
the town at the gates. In the background, the FeataGiorgio is engraved with the facade
of the homonymous church where the fighting betwéle® French troops and the Veronese
people were the fiercest. They were crowned withovy for the conquest of an important
access road from the town into the territory of #hestrian Empire, in the North. The
inscriptionVerona 17-25 aprile 179Celebrates the nine days of the town insurrectitre
branch of laurel encircling the image celebrateshroism of the insurgents.

On the reverse side: in the centre, the winged dib8t. Mark clenches the shielded arm of
the town, the one dferona Fideliswhich was the only one to help the Serenissimanagali
the most powerful army of the world. All round, timscriptionBicentenario (delle) Pasque
Veronesi 17-25 aprile 199Bicentenary of Veronese Easters, April 17-25 1997)

Commemorative medal of the bicentenary of the \ihiperial victory of Magnano (VR)
March 26 1799. Double-sided bas-relief. DesignQuirino Marcello. Fusion in bronze
alloy by Brizzi and Mantovanelli of the Briman Coany. Verona 1999. Euro 20. The medal
is obtainable fronComitato per la celebrazione delle Pasque Veroffésronese Easters
celebration Committee)imited number of pieces coined. On the obverse: lthttle of
Magnano, nearby Verona, also known as the batteobna and fought for several days
(from March 26 to April 5 1799) on a vast area urthg the municipalities of Buttapietra,
San Giovanni Lupatoto, Legnago, Verona, Bossolemastrengo and Sona. The battle
marked the final victory of the Austrian Empire which Veneto, being an integral part,
helped with its soldiers. After fighting for seveah hours, the Veneto-Imperial armies
under the aulic council general Baron Paul KrayKafajova defeated the French troops, led
by general Scherer, everywhere on the run.

On April 5 1799, the final fight in Bosco di Soneompletely defeated the French army:
6000 prisoners and six flags snatched out of themy. General Pison died on the
battlefield. From the left to the right, an impéierseman with a drawn sword is flinging
on a French infantryman facing him with his arm Mhanother French horseman,
unsaddled, is falling down. High up, in reli&attaglia di Verona 26 marzo 17%Battle of
Verona, March 26 1799).

On the reverse side: on the left, the winged lidnSt Mark, semi-erect, clenches the
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shielded arm of Verona. On the right, the impemal-headed eagle with priestly bands, the
crown, the sword and the sceptre. They are the slgnpar excellence, of universal power
and of the divine origin of the Holy Roman Emperbiigh up and dowrBicentenario
(della) vittoria Veneto Imperial@icentenary of the Veneto-Imperial Victory). Inetlower
part of the scene, a stylized hint at the wavahefriver Adige nearby where the battle was
fought.

THE POSTCARDS AND THE OBLITERATION
IN THE BICENTENARY (1997)

The mail obliteration issued by the Republic of Sdarino, on the initiative of the
Associazione Filatelica e Numismatica Scaligeaad exhibited in Verona on May 9 1997
during the 88 Veronafil, shows Via Mazzanti and its staircase, the theatréh® first
clashes between the Dalmatian troops in the sergicéhe Serenissima (the famous
Schiavoni) and the French soldiers.

The six postcards, published on the same occapnpduce original prints of that period
preserved in public and private collections in fex@and other towns and collected by the
Comitato per la celebrazione delle Pasque Veron@sronese Easters celebration
Committee) Euro 3 for the complete series obtainable fromGbenmittee.

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION
ON THE VERONESE EASTERS (1998)

The exhibition displays about 200 pictures of theet of theVeronese Easterdirectly
drawn from the originals of the Prints Cabinet lo¢ Biblioteca Comunale in Verona and
from other Town Cultural and non-cultural Instituis (Accademia di Agricoltura Scienze e
Lettere, ex Museo del Risorgimento di Verona, Giv@ollezione Bertarelli in Milan, Museo
Correr in Venice and from many other Italian anceign towns, like Vienna and Paris). It
was held under the auspices of the Regione Venatale Township of Verona and was
welcomed by thousands of visitors (ten thousarntientown of Verona). The exhibition was
also set up in several small centres. It exhilbsua 50 horizontal panels, 70 x 100 cm each,
with flags, a mannequin dressed like a Venetiadiepbf the Treviso Regiment in Verona
in 1797 and a small bronze monument dedicatedddigfiters of St. Mark 200 years ago.
Renting conditions to be agreed upon with @mnitato per la celebrazione delle Pasque
Veronesi(Veronese Easters celebration Committee)
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